



£■ C- Q fl - (/ 'iO^L,' : 0 



<0 

UWB NilliSi iYof. Or. Sflhela ClftNMn AOS: ’i? Vu iloruRinstraoso ?3«, 

.Munich, Genian y 

PHOJtfdTi iKSNITCH (booollflchaf t fur ehrfcunde; overt ex-officers* group.) 









F*w 

r P 






: :v,si 

i :* fxriM 



i; ■ - V* • 

^*U&i 






»N it; f'OJry'Tt Chief A rent; Installed b/ us ns bislnoos :»un*:;cr of 

the Oesellschaft, ho has directed its growth and shaped 
its policios, publications and -etivUies accoriin* 
to 0?C instructions* 

1,!#0 -H per month. 



i.n ,EA -t\rCS :>TA7u8i rtill ope rati ytfd. clearance minted by WASHG ‘0260 f dated 

30 Bay 19# y 



.^:UTnK3»!IP air-: AGSKCIt The Oese Use haft Air tfehr'etade, a purely OX 
creation, irao f Winded a yoar a,?o t7 s on Cl — U t^on 

in charnrc of the Solriaten Zeitong project, devoloped with his contacts the 
idea of organising an overt, non-political at uiy croup, nriaarily composed 
of former senior fisrcmn officers interacted in tho broader aspects of Persian 
defense* In fill awareness of the nations Liot- tinned tendencies of its 
potential membership, it was decided to restrict membership to thooe ex- 
officers and others who wore trilling to openly orooise to oppose political 
extremism of both Right and Oeft, to work constructively for the democratic 
association of ' eot :'«erraany the .'extern Allies nnd who were willing to 
accept as respected co^radan those former officers who participate: in the 
19uii ^lot to overthrow the v itlor royina. The ''eoc.llschaf t was founded on 
the basis of these points and acceptanco •>! Vam has rtrsainod a requirement 
for membership. Through ~ v e eruption of lo.'.&l brunches and soctions, through 
discussion Bootings and publlcati >ne, the n os ell sc haft was to ntirculn te irest 
German feeling in favor h tho Contractual Agreements and the .’/•ironean Defense 
Treaties* 




I*. Classen wa3 reco^ondod for tho position oi esoilechaft bjsinoss ^na;;or 
by Helmut Hamersu, publisher of - the ioldaton :oiV:nr# fnmorau did r. >t 
personally know Classen; the 1st tor had beer racourconded to hrn by ax- 
General Felix Dtoinor* Classen was inducori to resign from his position as 
business rumager of a large woman soft drink concern in "Juoaseldorf and was 
bron^M to -.funich# He hn* since been in regular contact with a i?:re?cn£ case 
officer and has shaped hi a nan&poment of the 'osollsch.ift (it non has over 
100 local sections throuyho t host Germany and wore V an 2,07. ambers) 
accord in.; t> o:r wishes rr.n interests# bTiere Ms personal views or piiciee 
>iavc conflicted with o r o:rn, ho ’"as accepts*' the co;rsc laic down 1/ us* 

AG h>:TA7 T 0 r : M TT ; : \J :PT'. t He has no rorrin : c ‘Unec t ion with other 

rejects* Koitever, no in aware of ? .r n ~ ort o. t : -o Golcai.cn ..eitunr 
and frm t' v, o heftlnr ( in, s * *>ao ’*.,ud considerable contort with Iwaoreau, 

33 It i r*. cia.or t^at the two Tiavo discaesod 



•Tr.itual problems rnlatin-' to H.3 # support • 
Da:nerau i>al wo aro tarn i no l\ rv; a up* ort ** 

of January 19^3* 
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?AGKfllH7NDi Dr. Classen is a fill professor and doctor oi 'MlosopV* 

H4 studied at the Universities of Foln, Jena and Hunich in tho fields of 
•hiloeophy and geoj^rarhy. ! : la first to Ac him; assignment of record was 
In 1931 at the German Oberrealschule in Athens, Greece. From 1932-3£ he 
was in the far bast as a faculty raonbor at the state college and college 
for economic affairs, Tamaguchl, Japan# He returned to Germany in 193 5 
to teach philosophy at the University of Heidelberg, ‘.nrly in the war 
he was assigned to the propaganda ape tion of the OKTf (Ooraan High Cootoand) 
as an analyst of enemy propaganda and Sasb-Aoian questions. He returned 
briefly to tho Far Sast in 19Ul as aember o: a Herman academic delegation 
sent to visit Japanese colleges. After nearly t w ree more years of OKW 
duty, ho was transferred to the Abwehr (AUT VlA'il) ao Far Fas torn expert in 
19ljij* His final wartime assignment was as head of tho &as t Asia section of 
the propaganda department In the chort-lived *ovcrn;nent of Admiral Doenit*. 

Ko regained in internment until 19V7, spent a_ year as interpretor with 
military Covenroont, then entered Osman commercial life. 

yOTEVITlGN* The writer, who has l>een in rorsorval contact with ^r. Classen 
for less t v an two months, finds it difficult on sue': short notice to 
accurately assess his motivation, nor are the files particularly revealing 
on this o bject. The writer is convinced, however, that a variety of ootdvatinr; 
factors undoubtedly are rresontt (a) Pr. Classen's genuine intellectual 
conviction t^at Germany's future lies in concert with America and T^stom 
Europe, (b) Ms apparent personal likinr for military st:dios and military 
nen and, possibly, (c) a lonprangc (bit *.i nor pressed; cksaire to pla/ some 
kind of advisory role in a rovivarf He man Defer, oo Hiniotry or ultimate 
General Dtaff structure. His occasional roforsneos to the Abwehr ohwr 
a profess! ortf. interest In intelligence work as such; however, there is no 
indication that this is a basic motivation nor ±3 Ihf-ro any sign that he 
has been in contact with other post-war intelligence organisations. He 
is unknown to ZI - Hill, although several others on the Gesellech&f t board of 
directors have ZI^PCH connections - one, in fact, is a listed ZIPP5R a.qent. , 
There is also no clear grouncfMor ceixof that i-Iassen has been motivated 
by financial considerations. He ’.tan earnin' a comfortable livin.,; when 
persuaded to ria’ce the change to Munich. As a mat tor of incidental interest, 
ho does not expect to be able V> ret^r: to Mo : orncr wore when the JKSNTICH 
terairction is finished since the IXiGsoeldorf fir* in aware that ho has been 
"working for the American*" and would be reluctant to take Mr back. 

FESf>0KAL INTdGitTTTi Dr. Classen's honesty has bay'*. teotod In many wa/?:. 

Ho has prcciaoly acc unted for all 5e sell sc haft activities And each month 
has t-.rned over for case officer inspection the c > plate financial records 
of the or m nidation, includin'/ ban'; statements, roceicted Mils, etc. He 
has regularly orefl^nted al.^ort verbatim transcripts of lecellschait board 
Greetings as well as conieo of office correocondenco and original activity 
reports t imed in on a monthly basis by local Ggsollschaft chapters. 

In addition, QuFHrCS ha* wilnt4n ( *P' (via HIS) a f 11 lail -on c! telephone 

intercept control over the lonollocMf t \x tho.it : rodv'C-n: evidence that 
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Dr. Clacton has in any my attempted to deceive ms* Classen once turned 
in an intelligence report on pro-Cota uniet votorono* organisations which tbo 
case officer recognised as a ZIPJ^JS product* -hen casually asked later 
for the source of his inform Linn* Classen without hesitation said it had 
cooo from EIPPftH via a comber of the Tosollschaft l^oard who baa close 
tioo iri th that group. 

&U3ACT£Rt Again, the writer’s short "orsonal relationship with the agent 
is a limiting factor in a full consideration of his character* Ir. Classen 
is a scholarly, somewhat quiet and unobtrusive man of obvio sly high 
intelligence and education* His standard of living (the writer has seen hie 
quarters) appears to be moderately comfortablo and certainly not o .t of line 
with his income. His ax tensive library, dating from professorial days, scenes 
an academic interest in political science and geopolitics arid includes a 
large selection of standard A«ericar» works on - the subject* ( is English is 
excellent.) From all appearances, be Is devoted to his wife and children 
and leads a quiet family life* Ho kom excesses. Intercepts of his office 
correspondence show a fAirly wide - and innocuous - Acquaintanceship with 
influential persons in Many walks of life but no close or suspect relationships 
State Secretary lent in the office Chancellor Adenauer is a personal 
friend, though probably not a clone one. His relationsh ip with the writor, 
as well as with the previous case officer, has been -arked by an operv-mlndad, 
frank and friendly coops ativenoso. Ke has willingly done everything asked 
of him, including the recent <!istatc3tf’:I task (which wars eabarassing tb him) 
of forcing Tenoral "elix Steiner to withdraw frort active participation in 
Oeaallechaft affairs because of his obnoxious S3 background and frequent 
indiscretions which made him persona non grata to OPT. Ironically, this 
long— desired step was completed cr-rinr t.h© oaie rreob that the decision vras 
taken to terminate support of this project. 



LAS T C03RS3 Oft /1T.33CK 

A detailed dispatch 
to this development 



OH ZlWX'.r A^Li Zh26~C?M0 f datod 22 January 1??2. 

on project* tcm5 nation plans with fir* Classen * s reactions 
has been completed bat not yet forwarded. 
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